STAY AT SOOR, THE ANCIENT TYRUS.         69
being the greatest mart of commerce in these
parts* *
It was, however, soon rescued from the hands
of the infidels, under whom it had almost re-
gained its pristine splendour, according to this
Jewish traveller's report, and was fought for as a
portion of that sacred soil which was first bestow-
ed upon the chosen Israelites, the people of God's
peculiar care, and next honoured by its proxi-
mity to the scene of the sufferings of that same
Deity's only begotten Son j a soil which it was
thought a holy task to moisten with the richest
blood of our ancestors, when kings and khalifs
warred in person for the triumph of the crescent
or the cross*
The details of the expedition against Tyre
under the royal zealots of Christendom are given
by the historian of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, in his account of the crusades t j
and its subsequent history is to be found in the
pages of the same writer, collected from sources
which few would have the industry or the
patience to examine.
William of Tyre, whose name is well known as
* Voyage de Benjamin de Tudele, in Bergeron's Collection.
Paris, 4to. The old Tyre was then thought to be buried in
the sea, and its Bruins to be seen below the water from boats.
t Gibbon's Hist vol. xL c. 59. p. 140. 8vo.
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